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Good morning, and welcome to America Recycles Day 2003 in the heart of Washington, D.C.!  This is just one of hundreds of events being held across the country to celebrate America Recycles Day.

My name is John Howard, and I’m the Federal Environmental Executive.

Thank you all for being here at this our second annual “e-cycling” event in DC for America Recycles Day.  Last year, we met on the Mall beneath the Washington Monument, and today we are in Freedom Plaza.  

We want to make sure that everyone in the DC area knows that we’ll be collecting used electronics at the Carter Barron Amphitheatre today and tomorrow, from 9:00 to 4:00.

We’re here because recycling – and buying products with recycled content – are some of the easiest ways to be good stewards.  Americans are dedicated to protecting our land, ensuring that our air is clean, and preserving the purity of our water. 

To help fulfill these responsibilities, government, businesses, community organizations, and every citizen must work together – as we are today – to serve as good stewards of all of our natural resources. On America Recycles Day, we renew our commitment to preserving our resources by recycling and using products made with recycled materials.

Recycling has become one of the most successful environmental initiatives in America’s history.  In 1990, Americans recycled or composted 34 million tons of material.  In the following decade, this number more than doubled to nearly 70 million tons.  And we continue to develop innovative ways to reduce, reuse, and recycle our waste.

These efforts are helping to safeguard our environment by saving energy, using materials more efficiently, saving money, and creating jobs.  And the Federal Government contributes to these important goals by purchasing products made from recycled materials, such as paper, retread tires, re-refined oil, concrete, insulation, and many other products.

Although we have made significant progress, much work still remains. Americans generate more than 230 million tons of solid waste each year – an average of about 4.5 pounds for each of us every day.  We need to build partnerships to decrease our waste generation. 

Individuals and families can participate in the recycling programs offered in their neighborhoods.  At home and in school, parents and teachers can educate children about the benefits of recycling and the importance of caring for our environment. 

By purchasing products made from recycled materials, we can create new markets and new jobs.  Our recycling and reuse industry provides approximately 1.4 million jobs, producing billions of dollars in annual revenues that contribute to the prosperity of our country. By recycling, we conserve our valuable resources, protect our air and water from harmful pollutants, and strengthen our economy.

What to do with our electronics at the end of their life is an important issue we’re facing today in DC, in the US, and around the world.  Today’s events and the participants show that many are ready and willing to meet this challenge.  By working together in communities across the country – like we are in our nation’s capital today – we can make sure these products are increasingly handled as valuable resources and not wasted.

…

And now, I’d like to acknowledge all the folks who helped make this day possible.  First, a big thanks to my staff and all the folks who worked on the planning committee.

And thank you to our many corporate partners, whose contributions made it possible for us to hold this event:

Consumer Electronics Association, represented by Becky Ellis, Director of Environmental and Legal Affairs

Panasonic, Mary Alexander, Group Manager Government & Public Affairs

AT&T Wireless, Doug Brandon, VP of Federal Affairs

The Wireless Foundation, David Diggs, VP and Executive Director

Rechargeable Batteries Recycling Corporation, Marla Prince, East Coast Recycling Coordinator

Wireless—The New Recyclable, Jo-Anne Basile, VP of External and Industrial Relations

Dell , Rich Butel, Director of the Government Relations Office

We would also like to express our gratitude to the following corporations, who donated their time, materials, and public relations expertise to move this event forward:

MRP Trucking, for donation of gaylords, pallets, and shrink-wrap

PEPCO, James Potts, VP of Environmental Affairs

Inmetco, who are providing containers for battery recycling

Pepsi, who donated soft drinks and water

We’d like to thank the following organizations and community groups:

Boys and Girls Clubs of Northeast and Southeast Washington, who are providing boys and girls as volunteers

Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments, for their publicity and volunteer referrals

EPA and their Plug-in to E-Cycling program, publicity and for referring us to the corporate partners – and for making the banner, posters, flyers, and more

UNICOR, represented by Lawrence Novicky, General Manager, whose organization, for the second year in a row, is processing the collected electronics so that they are reused or recycled and don’t end up in landfills

U.S. Department of Interior, represented by Ken Naser

The National Recycling Coalition and America Recycles Day, Inc.

And finally, we’d like to express a special note of appreciation for

DC Department of Public Works, who are providing labor, equipment, and a great deal of support for this event

National Park Service, on whose two properties we are holding this event, and who were wonderfully cooperative in such things as security, equipment (forklift), and publicity (billboard).

The National Park Foundation, who worked tirelessly as an intermediary between the donations and expenses.

Office of Personnel Management, Tom Zamaria, Agency Recycling Coordinator, who came through with a number of items of critical need, such as canopies, tables and chairs, port-a-potties, and funding for T-shirts.  

…

Thank you all for coming, and don’t forget to take your used electronics to Carter Barron today or tomorrow, from 9 until 4.

